
 
Art & Design KS3 Grade Descriptors 

Grade Knowledge/Content Skills

1 Identify two different techniques used by an artist. 
Consider basic strengths and developments of your own and 
others’ work 

Know how to create more than three different marks when making a 
drawing. 
Create artwork using one media. 

2 Identify three different techniques used by an artist. 
Consider basic strengths and developments of your own and 
others’ work 

Know how to create more than four different marks when making a 
drawing. 
Create images in more than one media. 
Use different art materials with limited control. 

3 Look at the work of other artists and form basic opinions.  
Identify four different techniques used by an artist. 
Begin to identify how you can improve and develop your 
work. 

Record and collect from primary and secondary sources.  
Know how to use basic drawing skills.  
Use different art materials with some control. 
Produce a final outcome.

4 Look at the work of other artists and form simple opinions.  
Understand the techniques used by artists to produce their 
work.  
Copy styles and techniques used by artists. 
Consider the best process to produce an outcome.  
Describe strengths and developments of your own and 
others’ work.

Experiment with a range of different media.  
Drawings are mostly produced with control.  
Use materials with a reasonable level of skill and control, showing 
some understanding of formal elements.  
Produce a final outcome that has been inspired by previous work.

5 Compare your own work to the work of others.  
Understand artwork from different times and cultures, 
explaining how their techniques are used.  
Use the work of others to inspire your own work, using 
similar styles and techniques. 
Form opinions about your own work and the work of others.  
Consider how to improve your work and explain why.

Select appropriate materials and media for the task.  
Use materials and techniques with control and skill.  
Experiment with different media and processes and explore new 
ways of doing things  
Good level of control in drawings.  
Clear understanding of formal elements.  
A range of ideas considered. 
A good quality final piece created with links to initial research.  

6 Explain the ideas and meanings behind the work of others.  
Understand the characteristics of art from different times 
and cultures.  
Develop ideas independently that are influenced by the 
style of others. 
Explain the meaning behind a piece of artwork.  
Use specialist art terminology independently.  
Explain where ideas have come from.

Independently experiment with different media.  
Find new ways of creating artwork to produce imaginative ideas.  
Consider different ways of doing something  
Skilfully produced artwork.  
A skilful final piece produced that has been inspired by earlier 
research with decisions explained.  
A good level of technical skill demonstrated in outcomes.

7 Analyse and comment on how ideas are created by artists in 
different genres and cultures.  
Develop original ideas inspired by others’ style and 
techniques, producing personal responses. 
Explain how and why ideas have developed. 
Use specialist art terminology independently to help 
evaluate and analyse artworks.

Independently develop ideas and consider different media and 
processes. Take risks with artwork and be willing to make mistakes 
and learn from them. Create original and imaginative artwork.  
Confident and skilful drawings produced. Consider the purpose of 
different types of artwork.  
Produce an exciting final piece that has strong links to earlier 
research.  
Work is original and produced with a strong level of technical skill.

8 Engage with and critically question the work of others.  
Consider how meanings and ideas are expressed through 
artwork.  
Develop innovative and imaginative ideas inspired by 
others. 
Eloquent explanations of ideas using correct language.  
Justify how and why ideas have developed. 

Develop and explore ideas in original ways.  
Take risks and try new ways of producing artwork for a purpose.  
Show high level of technical skill and confidence when creating 
artwork.  
Independently create a final piece that clearly and confidently links 
to earlier research.  
Produce high quality, sophisticated and original outcomes.

9 An exceptional ability to engage with, and critically 
question the work of others.  
An exceptional ability to develop work creatively and 
independently through different stages.  
An exceptional ability to refine work with discrimination. 
An exceptional ability to demonstrate analytical and 
cultural understanding, creatively, using specialist 
vocabulary. 

An exceptional ability to explore ideas in original ways.  
An exceptional ability to take risks and try new ways of producing 
artwork. 
Independently create a final piece that clearly and confidently links 
to earlier research.  
Produce an exceptional outcome, created independently that clearly 
and confidently links to previous research, planning and artists’. 
An exceptional ability to present your work imaginatively. 


